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By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American

EDINBURG – In order to get a
good idea of what high school
football is going to be like in
Edinburg this year, you have to
feel the enthusiasm radiating on
the practice field, which appears
like it’s going to be a mad dash to
the postseason.
Earlier this month, Edinburg
Economedes and Edinburg High
coaches began the long road to
the 2004 varsity football season.
“Our goal is the playoffs,” said
Economedes Jaguars Head Coach
Oscar Salinas. “We want to
continue to build tradition.”
Last
year,
Economedes
emerged as a District 31-5A
juggernaut by notching an
impressive 9-1 record that led to
their first district championship
in school history. They finished
the season as district cochampions with PSJA North.
For the Jags, the season started
with a reminder set upon the
players by coaches.
“We told them they weren’t
that good,” Salinas said. “We told
them ‘don’t read the newspaper,
you haven’t earned anything.’”
Running
back
Ryan
Richardson, who rushed for over
1,000 yards last season, returns
this year. Economedes graduated
an entire offensive line and two
starting receivers last spring for
total net loss of 13 starters.
On defense, the Jags return two

Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

The Edinburg Economedes Jaguars practice recently in preparation for the start of the 2004 high school football season that kicks off Friday. The Jaguars will host the Sharyland Rattlers in the first game of the season.

third-year veterans. Rey Reyna
and Jaime Hinojosa are defensive
tackles and All-State middle
linebacker Juan Carlos Morales
rounds out the core of the Jaguar
‘D’.
“We have a lot of work to do on
defense,” Salinas said.
Defensively, Salinas said the
Jaguars will continue to “blitz
and run, what we’ve been doing”.

On offense, he said they will
continue to give the ball to
Richardson.
“Ryan Richardson is probably
the best ‘back in the Valley,” said
Edinburg High coach Robert
Vela. “We don’t worry about
them until we play them.”
The Bobcats return only four
starters on offense and three on
defense

Vela said the mark of a good
football
program
is
its
‘consistency’ leading into every
new season. He says that the
Bobcats try every year to lead a
balanced attack and throw, or run,
the ball whenever it’s needed.
The Edinburg High head coach
said that in the past the success of
the Bobcat teams have relied on
‘big-time plays.’

“Big-time players can make
big-time plays who indeed will
play in big-time games,” Vela
said.
Offensively, the Bobcats will
rely on returning quarterback
Anthony De la Vina, who threw
for more than 700 yards last
season.
Junior halfback Jesse Galván
returns from an 862-yard rushing
season. Galván played his best
game last year against Harlingen
South when he rushed for 226
yards in a crucial bi-district
showdown.
On defense, the ‘Cats will
utilize potential Division I
players Kevin and Glen Cowan
up front. Kevin is a defensive
end and Glen is a defensive
tackle.
Vela said that if the Bobcats
continue to make big plays this
year, the result would be a ‘good
solid football team.’ He has led
teams to the playoffs five times in
his seven-year tenure as head
coach of the Bobcats.
This season marks the first time
in two years Economedes and
Edinburg North play against the
Bobcats for a chance to be called
“city champs”, a title coaches
tend to downplay.
“We want a competitive, but
good situation without the
animosity,” Salinas said.
Vela said the title of city
champion means nothing when
compared to the team’s desire to
reach the playoffs.

Exclusive: Nevarez says his final farewell
See Page 3
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Davenport takes over the reins of Bronc program
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
After serving for five years as the assistant
coach of the University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball team and with
the departure of Bob Hoffman, Robert
Davenport was rewarded with the head
coaching duties of the Broncs in June.
“After being named I was honored and
overwhelmed,” Davenport said. “At the time
only myself and Spencer Wright were left on
the staff and the two of us were doing the
work of five.”
During the summer, Davenport hired
assistant coaches Brian Dolon, Greg Wright,
and administrative assistant Ryan Edwards,
while assistant coach Wright is returning for
his sixth season.
“I’m really excited about each of those
guys and what they bring to the table,”

Davenport said. “You’re
Another challenge
only as good as your best
for Davenport is
players and your staff memfinding a way to
bers and I think those guys
replace seven seniors
are all quality guys.”
after this past basketWith the basketball seaball season.
son just a few months away,
“That’s probably
the Oklahoma Baptist
the biggest challenge
University graduate is
to make sure we get
aware of the challenges
the right guys,” said
ahead of him.
Davenport.
“Anytime you have a
According to the
transition from somebody
Broncs’ new head
who was as beloved as
coach, the recruiting
Coach Hoffman that’s
process began a few
never easy, but Bob and I
months
ago.
ROBERT DAVENPORT
were really close and still
Davenport was pleased
good friends,” Davenport said. “That will with a recent change to NCAA rules that now
make it a little bit easier, but any time you permit universities to recruit more players.
got a personality like that and your following
“(Previously) we were only able to sign
them it is not easy.”
eight (players) in two years,” Davenport

said. “It left a lot of scholarships at a lot of
schools unused, and we have had years
where we didn’t get to use our full allotment
of scholarships because of that.”
The rule change had an impact on the way
Davenport recruited players for his first year
as head coach at UTPA.
“(Now) we can sign as many as we need
to,” Davenport said. “That’s good because
(now) we don’t have empty scholarships.”
This year’s team will have 10 players
returning from the 2003-2004 roster. In
addition, five players have been signed. Four
of those players are freshmen and one is a
junior from a junior college.
“Once school starts we will start with our
individual workouts, weight training, and
conditioning,” Davenport said. “As soon as
we get physicals done the first week of

See DAVENPORT page 15

New Leader
for UTPA

August 26, 2004

Courtesy of University Relations

Just as Rocky Balboa did after climbing the steps of the
Museum of Art building in Philadelphia, Dr. Blandina “Bambi”
Cardenas marched onto the Student Union Auditorium stage with
her fists in the air – victory.
Following a grueling 10-month search, Cardenas was named
the new president June 21 to replace Dr. Miguel Nevarez who was
The University of Texas Pan American president for 23 years. She
is the first Hispanic female to hold the position.
Other than Cardenas, there were seven other candidates vying
for the spot of president. In mid-April, one of the seven
candidates pulled out of the running due to personal reasons
according to UT System officials. All of the candidates, including
Cardenas, visited UTPA where they met with university
administrators as well as students and faculty.
Cardenas, 59, met with an overwhelming amount of university
administrators, faculty, staff, and students as a part of a daylong
celebration the day after the announcement was made.
“We welcome you as a leader and a colleague,” said a faculty
senate chair member in front of a full house. “We expect this
president to make this great university better.”
Before addressing the University for the first time as president,
Cardenas received gifts including a UTPA pin and license plate
holder, as well as a half a dozen hugs.
“In the faces of all of you here, your presence tells me I’m
welcome and I am grateful,” Cardenas said. “It also tells me you
have hopes and expectations that this University can have on a
border state. I hear you, I understand the expectations.”
Cardenas told the audience that UTPA would rise to those
expectations with the help of the whole university as well as the
community. “We will rise to levels of expectations, to levels of
hope with determination that will stir our minds to reach where
we have never reached before.”
A native of Del Rio, a border town nearly 170 miles northwest
of Laredo, Cardenas has been an assistant manager for the
American Bar Association, a high school English teacher, a
superintendent, and most recently, dean and professor at the
College of Education and Human Development at UTSA.
The former high school cheerleader who was voted most likely
to succeed has also overseen various groups such as the Office of
Minorities in Higher Education, the Administration for Children,
Youth and Families, and has also served on the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights.
“I am going to be about bringing bacon to the Rio Grande
Valley, I’ve got fight in me, when it comes time to fight, I fight,
to persuade – I will,” she said. “And I’ve been known to bat my
eyelashes.”
Cardenas begins her time at UTPA next month, but she already
has a list of things she’d like to accomplish once she’s on campus.
She said she intends to make time to meet with faculty, staff, and
students in small group settings to hear what they want to see
happen with their university.
“I want all of us to look for that one thing to be our signature
contributions, I want you to think about that contribution,” she

See LEADER page 12
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Roadrunners take 2-0 series lead
Sports

August 26, 2004

This season marks the fourth consecutive year that the Roadrunners
have qualified for the playoffs and
they hope to capture their second
league title franchise’s short fouryear history.
Edinburg’s first round opponent,
Amarillo, will have their backs to the
wall in the first-round playoff series.
The Dillas have lost four in a row and
are 3-11 against the Roadrunners in
the regular season and are already
down 1-0 in the best-of-five series.
Edinburg posted a 36-12 record at
home during the regular season,
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College dropout rate a devastating loss
Welcome
back
Broncs! Hello to all of
those new freshmen on
campus, and hello
again to those who like
me face their last
months as UTPA
students.
It is funny to see
how one’s attitude
ARIANNA VAZQUEZ toward life changes
dramatically within 34 years. As a freshman one is oblivious to
college life and to its “tortures.” Then as the
years progress and the classes’ get more and
more demanding, one matures and knows
school is a priority, and that just blowing off
a test is not the answer. But of course, there
is also the knowledge of how to handle your
school life and party life at the same time
giving both attention. However, not
everybody knows how to juggle two things at
the same time, and the dropout rate increases.
It is incredible to look back to freshman
year in college and remember seeing a lot of
new faces as well as those familiar ones who
stick around with you from high school to
college life. Then year by year, semester by
semester, the size of your class decreased and
half of those who started the same year, the
same semester you did, have either dropped
out or transferred. There are only those few
who eventually stay long enough to get a
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bachelors’ degree.
In the fall of 2001, 14,000 students
enrolled at UTPA and 2,228 of those were
freshmen. Last year, the numbers were even
greater. In the fall of 2003, estimates of
16,000 students were enrolled, and 2,534 of
them were freshmen. The difference three
years makes is a lot. But what does that mean
toward the final numbers of those who do
graduate after completing their prerequisites
to receive a diploma? Do the numbers go up
because the more freshman who enroll will
help decrease the number of dropouts, or will
it just level the numbers?
The number of students who dropout
increases each year. Statistics show that
about 10 percent of first-year students don’t
come back for their second year. The high
dropout rate is sometimes connected with the
increase in tuition, but as tuition goes up,
financial aid monies also increase. Therefore,
there should be more to it than that.
Some studies also show that race might be
the culprit in the increase in dropouts. The
Journal of Blacks in Higher Education stated
that according to the most recent figures, the
nationwide college graduation rate for black
students is 39 percent, 21 percentage points
below the 60 percent rate for white students.
But it also states that race is not the issue.
However, many statistics have also pointed
out that Hispanics are one of the ethnicities
with the highest dropout rates.

According to a study done in 1993, about
30 percent of the U.S. Hispanic population
ages 16-24 had dropped out of school,
comparing to the overall dropout rate of 11
percent; an eight percent rate for whites, and
a 13 percent rate for African-Americans.
Nobody really knows the cause of the high
dropout rates that increase more with each
year. Whether it is due to race, money
problems, or hard curriculum there is no
clear answer to the retention problem. But
then there are those who stick around.
With each semester that passes, I see
myself, as well as my peers and friends, with
greater knowledge of what the semester will
bring: studying, headaches, cramming, and
lots and lots of caffeine. Yet, it is still
unknown to us how well we will do, or if we
will be eligible to graduate. Because there is
always that one class each semester that kills
you, and that grade can keep you from
walking with a black toga and robe to receive
your diploma in the Field House.
But if you are reading this then you
survived the numbers, you are a statistic.
Congratulations! You are part of the select
few who struggle and keep their goals to
reach the desired diploma that will place you
like most people say, in a better paying job,
leading to a brighter future. It is not easy
starting a semester, but it is always easier to
breathe and learn how well you did at the
end. Good luck to all.

THURSDAY 8/26

MONDAY 8/30

PARADIGM Live!
The Quad
8 p.m.

Merchant Mall
The Quad
6-8 p.m.

FRIDAY 8/27

TUESDAY 8/31

Bronc Brain Feeze
Free ice cream
The Quad
Noon
Movie: “50 First Dates”
SU Theater & Quad
3 p.m. and 9 p.m.

New Bronc Celebration
The Quad
11 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 9/1
LUAU
The Quad
6-8 p.m.
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which should be a confidence booster for the local club in the postseason..
The Roadrunners will need the
confidence of having the home-field
advantage in order to overcome the
Dillas, who eliminated Edinburg in
the first round of last season’s playoffs, three games to two.
The playoff series will continue
tonight in Amarillo’s Potter County
Memorial Stadium at 7 p.m.

Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

The Roadrunners defeated the Amarillo Dillas 3-1 and 8-5 in the first two games of the Best-of-Five series
played at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium. Game 3 will be played tonight at Amarillo.

By STEE RAMIREZ
The Pan American
EDINBURG – The Edinburg
Roadrunners capped off the season
with a league-leading 68 wins and
earned the home-field advantage in
the first round of the Central Baseball
League West Division playoff series
against the Amarillo Dillas (36-58).
“We just have a group of guys who
are aggressive and hard working,”
said Roadrunners manager Chad
Tredaway. “We arguably have the
best team in four years.”
Edinburg drew first blood Monday
when they defeated the Dillas 3-1 in
Game 1 of the best-of-five playoff
series and repeated their performance
Tuesday with an 8-5 win to jump out
to a 2-0 series lead.

Davenport

Left-hander Pedro Flores dominated the mound opposite Amarillo’s
Jason Stockstill in a pitching duel
that featured two 10-game winners.
Flores struck out eight batters, allowing only two hits, one run, and nine
strikeouts in eight innings of work.
Joe Goodmann notched the save,
his eighth overall and first of the
post-season.
“Amarillo put their ace on the
mound, Jason Stockstill,” said
Tredaway, whose ball club lit up the
lefty three runs on six hits.
In Game 2, righthander Eric
Montoya notched the win by pitching
five innings, while giving up five
runs on eight hits.
The Roadrunners dominated the
CBL regular season by winning both

halves outright with a 33-14 first half
and a 35-13 second half.
The start of the playoffs also
means that regular-season accolades
are rewarded, such as Edinburg’s
right-handed
reliever
Steve
Wilkerson, who was recently named
CBL Relief Pitcher of the Year.
Wilkerson saved 14 games in 61
innings of work, while compiling a 23 record that equated to a 3.29 ERA.
This year’s Roadrunners club also
had four members selected to the
Central Baseball League All-Star
team. Infielders Anthony Angel
(.308), Ryan Lehr (.322), outfielder
Ryan Webb (.338), and pitcher Flores
(10-5, 2.49 ERA), who was also
selected as the league’s best lefthanded starter.

Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

Edinburg’s mascot Roadie entertains the crowd during the first two games
of the West Division playoff series between the Roadrunners and Dillas.

continued from page 16

school, (then) at that point we’re busy every
day.”
With five years of experience at UTPA,
Davenport has had several accomplishments
added to his resume.
Since the summer of 2000, the first year
head coach has been involved in the Broncs’
Summer Camp.
“When we got here, the camps were fairly
non-existent,” he said. “There had been
camps, but they weren’t very well attended.”
According to Davenport, over the years
the number of camp members has grown

through promotion and hard work.
“We teach basketball and expect the kids
to behave, do the right things, and teach
character,” he said.
Davenport is also proud of the team’s
graduation rate.
“Last season we had two guys working on
master’s degrees,” Davenport said. “(Also)
Eric Montalvo graduated in May and will be
coming back this year working on his master’s.”
During the past five years there have only
been a couple of players who have not grad-

uated.
“I can only think of two, who chose not to
graduate,” Davenport said. “They went and
played overseas.”
Another one of his achievements occurred
three years ago when the Broncs finished the
regular season with 21 wins. UTPA was the
only Division I men’s basketball program to
win 20 or more games that year.
“We had a really good team and a great
schedule that year,” Davenport said.
Mire Chatman finished third in the nation
in scoring and steals during the 2001-2002

season.
Davenport has also been content with the
players’ behavior off the court as well.
“The neat thing is, around here we don’t
have (a bad) image because our kids act
right, and we’re graduating kids,” he said.
“Kids are going to do what you expect of
them and if you don’t expect anything out of
them then that’s what you’re going to get.”
Davenport and the Broncs will open up the
2004 basketball season Nov. 23 at the Field
House at 7:30 p.m. against Texas A&MInternational.

Lady Bronc volleyball prepares for
another record-breaking season
Sports

August 26, 2004

By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
Dave Thorn will return this year to
start his seventh season at the helm of
the University of Texas-Pan American
volleyball team that tied the school
record in wins last year with 19.
The Lady Broncs will have six of
their seven starters returning from last
year’s record-setting team, which
should provide a good base for the
team to equal or surpass last season’s
accomplishment.
“We have a real explosive team.”
Thorn said. “There haven’t been a
whole lot of major changes and that’s a
great thing.”
Winker Cruz, a red-shirted fifthyear senior, will return to the UTPA
volleyball squad after suffering an
injury last year.
“Cruz is a big, big force for us in the
past couple of years,” Thorn said.
The 5-foot-10 outside hitter says
that she is 100 percent and is ready to
go.
“We’re pretty stacked this year,”
Cruz said. “All we have to do is take
care of the mental things. As long as
we work together I think the season
will be great.”
UTPA will ease into the 2004 season
with an Alumni Game Aug. 29 and an
exhibition match Sept. 1 against a team
to be announced. Both matches will be
played at the Field House at 7 p.m.

The Lady Broncs will get their first
taste of the regular season when they
host the UTPA Invitational Sept. 3-4 at
the Field House. The tournament will
include Louisiana-Monroe, Grambling
State, Providence College, and The
University of Oklahoma, a Big 12
powerhouse.
“It will be a sight to see,” said senior
outside hitter Cathi Netemeyer. “I
think we are going to hang with them
and really dominate them, especially
here on our home floor and set the pace
for the rest of the season.”
UTPA will also count with the return
of rising Brazilian star Carol
Marcengo, who finished the best season by a UTPA rookie by setting the
single-season record for most digs with
641, and finished fourth last season in
the NCAA Division I standings.
Marcengo also was named the
Independent Libero of the Year for her
accomplishments as a freshman.
After the opening home tournament,
the Lady Broncs will take on a tough
one-month long road schedule that
includes school’s such as Baylor,
Texas Tech, and Air Force before
returning home Oct. 12 to face Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi.
However, Thorn believes that his
squad is up to the task.
“I expect our upperclassmen to pick
up the load for us,” he said. “They’re
really starting to gel together as a
group.”

Page 14

The transition to life in South Texas can
come as quite a shock to the senses for most
people, especially when they come from
colder regions of the country like the
University of Texas-Pan American’s new
Sports Information Director Joe Monaco.
Monaco, who was the Assistant SID at
NCAA Division II power Ashland
University in Ohio, replaces the void left by
former SID Dave Geringer, who departed
UTPA rather suddenly halfway through the
spring semester and did not return phone
calls to The Pan American.
The native of Youngstown, Ohio started
his duties in June and has been busy making
the transition from the faster-paced Northern

Day Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

■

Asst. Chief Carey . . . . . . . . . . 5

Former president reflects on legacy and future
By VANESSA L. LUCIO
The Pan American

As Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez speaks, his eyes glimmer with a
touch of sadness and imperial ease as he talks about his reign
as The University of Texas Pan American President coming
to a close.
“I am not retiring, just simply shifting gears,” Nevarez
said. “I want to contribute to the university because it has
been my life, my family’s life and I will always be here.
Besides, I cannot go from 100 miles per hour to absolute
zero.”
Looking out the three-story administration building
window, Nevarez appears to drift into a memorable time as
he recalls when he was a young boy full of hope and had only
dreams of what he wanted to with his life.
“My father was a doctor and instilled in me a profound
appreciation for completing my schooling so that is why I
cannot leave I guess,” Nevarez said. “If I can do that for the
students of UTPA which has already produced some of the
finest professionals in and out of the Valley, I’d like to think
I fulfilled what I set out to do.”
Some will say Nevarez has contributed so much to UTPA
because of his unwavering persistence to see Pan American
University became part of the UT System. Others will claim
it is because of the implementation of master’s programs for
various schools, along with the definite increase in

■ Financial

Aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

enrollment by thousands over the years. Still, most will say
it was all because of the South Texas Board Initiatives, or due
to his heartfelt involvement with faculty and students.
The list goes on and on. But numbers and programs aside,
this former debutante of academia feels the single most
important contribution that he has accomplished for the
university, would lie in students.
“The Wall Street Journal wrote an article describing UTPA
as the single most important institution that is responsible for
creating a Hispanic professional middle class,’” Nevarez
said. “I am extremely proud of this, it just took an outsider to
point it out, we should all be happy because of this.”
Nevarez is considering going back to where it all started
for him, in the classroom.
“Nothing is set in stone, but the education administration
field has always interested me,” he said. “I have some ideas
on how we can enhance student outreach possibly through
developing a coastal studies research lab with homage to
marine life here in, the Valley like in Port Aransas.”
With Nevarez’s background and interest in math and
science education, it might not be a surprise if ideas in these
fields manifest on campus in the future.
As far as Nevarez is concerned the new UTPA President
Dr. Blandina “Bambi” Cardenas is well prepared and
equipped for a fast-paced lifestyle with changes coming to
UTPA.
“I have known Dr. Cardenas professionally for about

Oracle upgrade available for fall semester
See NEVAREZ page 12

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

New technology benefits both students and faculty

Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

New UTPA SID adjusting to Valley life
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American

N EWS

■

Cathi Netemeyer (center) during a recent practice at the UTPA Field House. The Lady Broncs will play their annual Alumni game Aug. 29 and will open the season Sept. 1 with the UTPA Invitational.

style of life to the Valley.
One of the qualities
Monaco brings to the table
Monaco endured a two
and a half day trip during
in his new post is his hardhis move from Ohio to
working mentality.
Texas along with a 30“Hard work is what has
gotten me to where I am
degree change in average
today,” he said. “The
temperature. He is also
learning to adjust from
opportunity that was given
to me was a great one, and
skiing to relaxing by the
pool on weekends.
accepting it was an even
“I’ll miss it (skiing),
greater risk, but it was too
good to pass up.”
but it’s a nice change,”
Monaco said. “I love the
Although he is only 24,
Valley.”
Monaco is an experienced
JOE MONACO
The Ohio native will also
sports professional, coming
be pulling double-duty
from a fanatically sports-orisince Assistant SID Mike Bond also left the ented state like Ohio. The Youngstown
University quite swiftly after less than a year native received his bachelor’s degree in
in the position.
sports communication and journalism from

Ashland University in 2002 and obtained his
master’s in sport education in May 2004, just
before making the trek down to Texas.
Monaco is also no stranger to professional
sports since he covered the NFL’s Cleveland
Browns training camp while he was a sports
producer with cleveland.com, Ohio’s largest
news and information Web site.
In addition, the 24-year-old is not your
typical sports wannabe, since he let his bat
do the talking for him. His exploits on the
baseball field at Boardman High School led
him to Ashland University, where he played
in the Division II World Series as a freshman.
However, Monaco has put away his bat
and glove and traded it in for, what at times
can be, a 24-hour job as the university’s new
SID.

By ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan American is in the
process of moving to Oracle technology for its
business computer systems, including e-mail. VMS
Mail and Microsoft Exchange will be replaced by
Oracle Collaboration Suite, which is an integrated
set of programs that provide email, address book,
calendar, and file storage, all accessible by a single
login and password.
“The implementation budget is over $10 million
and we expect to get considerable benefit,” said
David Ramsey, oracle transformation leader. “In
addition, the technology we are replacing is
obsolete. One of the reasons the University is doing
this is because it is like having a car after a while,
you just can’t repair the car anymore.”
The current systems have not been replaced in
over 20 years and the University was trying to be
more efficient with the way things were being
processed.
“We are moving from 1980s technology of
business processes to twenty-first century
technology in business processing. This will make it
more efficient so we can serve the faculty, staff, and
students better,” he said.
The transformation process began in November
and has been non-stop since. It is scheduled to
migrate through 2006 to be fully established at the
university.

“The Oracle project is called the Oracle
Transformation Initiative because it is really going
to transform the University,”
Ramsey said. “We started up in
November when I was recruited
to lead the project and we have
since changed our computer
hardware
server,
[which]
brought up in April and May.”
The new technology is
migrating toward changing all
the systems a little at a time
and there have already been
Oracle changes to some
programs.
“In June we implemented
what is called CRM which is to
help
with
new
student
recruiting,” said Ramsey. “We
are coming up with Oracle
Collaboration Suite which is
the new E-mail system coming
up and will be available Sept.
1. We are migrating groups a
bit at a time that will take six to
nine months.”
The next big step in the Oracle transformation is
new E-mail systems for faculty, staff, and students.
The faculty and staff, however, will be the first to
migrate into this new E-mail system beginning
September 1.

One of the programs that will directly affect
faculty, staff, and students will be the new e-mail
system. This new system is
called Collaboration Sweet.
There will be changes to the
current e-mail system and
there will be more available
through this new system for
all faculty, staff, and students.
Anne Harwell Taol, director
for Academic Computing,
agrees that the University will
be more modern and effective
through this new Oracle
technology.
“What we’ve got right now
is a variety of systems and
they are primarily based.
They are not as efficient as
what we could have. It will
let us grow and address the
growth needs for the future be
more agile and adapt quicker
to change to be able to get
information faster to cut the
time between the time
information is gathered to the time it is made
available to administrators and also this will have a
good affect to give the students better service. The
underlying reason for everything we do is to serve
the students better.”

Child development
center set for 2005
August 26, 2004
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By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

With all the new construction occurring at The University of
Texas-Pan American, one building is planning to offer a different
type of service to the campus community. This building is not
intended to hold any common classes.
The groundbreaking ceremony for the Child Development Center
[CDC] occurred on Tuesday Aug. 17. The new center will be located
to the north of campus on Van Week Street, just west of Fifth Street
and is scheduled to open by August 2005.
The large attendance at the ceremony included university
administration, students, and a special appearance by toddlers
wearing “Class of 2025” T-shirts. The one goal of all was to
celebrate the initial step towards the creation of the 11,177-squarefoot building.
One of the goals of the CDC is simply. To help strengthen the
retention rate of students who also are parents. By offering childcare
close to campus, officials hope to lessen parents’ pressure of finding
suitable daycare at a rational location.
The cost is expected to reach $1.5 million, and according to an
article by University Relations, Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez says it is
“Going to be a home for 140 children from the age of three months
to four years and they are going to be the children of our students
here at the University.”
Tuition fees will vary from $80-90 a week for students, and $8595 a week for faculty and staff.
The benefits of paying that tuition fee will include having children
in an environment that includes ten classrooms that will hold them in
their specific age group. The CDC will separate into groups of
infants, toddlers and preschoolers. A special accommodation for the
parents will be a “mother’s room.” This room is designated for moms
to breastfeed and bond with their infants.

Jets aquire Carter
Quincy Carter signed a one-year deal with New York on
Tuesday.
The signing comes just three weeks after Carter was
released by the Dallas Cowboys amid reports he failed a
drug test.
“I’m looking forward to being a Jet and also helping this
football team winning games however I can,” Carter said.
“I’m just so excited to have a job right now.”

Americans take Olympic gold

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

Diggin’— (from left) New UTPA President Blandina Cardenas, UT System Chancellor Mark G. Yudof, former
President Miguel A. Nevarez, and other university officials gather Aug. 17 with children at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Child Development Center north of campus on Van Week Street.

“Everything is arranged for the companies. They just go
and already know they have meetings with potential
customers. So we are providing them with trade leads in
Mexico,” explained Fuentes. “The trip is at each
company’s expense, but we basically do the legwork for

them.”
Fuentes said that the missions are mainly intended for
those interested in exporting their products or services to
Mexico. Participating companies have not been confirmed
yet.
The South Texas MBOC has been arranging missions
like these since 1997. Most have been to Mexico, but some
have taken place in Central and South America. This year,
MBOC has chosen Aguascalientes as the site of its mission
for its location.
Aguascalientes is located in the heart of Central Mexico,
which represents 46 percent of the Mexican population and
52 percent of its Gross National Product (GNP).
Aguascalientes Manufacturing GDP contributions include:
automotive and auto parts, 35 percent; textile and apparel
industry, 20 percent; electronics and software, 9 percent;
and metal works 6 percent.
The South Texas MBOC is managed by the University,
as it is part of UTPA’s external affairs. Located at the
UTPA Annex on Closner Road, the MBOC is a state and
local organization dedicated to the planning, coordinating,
and delivery of available resources for the maximum
practical participation of the local minority business sector
in the economic life of the community.
“We work with businesses that are interested in
international trade and also businesses that want to sell to
the state, local, or federal governments,” explained
Fuentes. “We focus on international trade, procurement
opportunities and financing.”

Americans Misty May and Kerri Walsh claimed the gold
medal in women’s beach volleyball on Tuesday night.
They beat second-seeded Shelda Bede and Adriana
Behar of Brazil 21-17,21-11 without losing a set in seven
matches.
Earlier Tuesday, Americans Holly McPeak and Elaine
Youngs won the bronze medal when they beat Austrailia’s
Natalie Cook and Nicole Sanderson 21-18,15-21, 15-9.
“Its been such a whirlwind, with so many emotions,”
Walsh said. “We’ve had so many great opportunities
and,through it all, we’ve had to keep our focus on winning
the gold. I’m feeling everything right now.”
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FOR THE RECORD
NFL

HOUSTON ASTROS

Preseason Week 3
Thursday, Aug. 26
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 27
San Francisco at Minnesota, 7 p.m.

Date

Opponent

Time

Aug. 26
Aug. 27
Aug. 28
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 31

Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cincinnati

1:20 p.m.
2:20 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
1:20 p.m.
6:10 p.m.
6:10 p.m.

New Orleans at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at San Diego, 9 p.m.

TEXAS RANGERS

MEN’S GOLF
Opponent
Time
Date
Sept. 13 Fairway Club Invit. (Univ. of Nebraska)
Sept. 14 Fairway Club Invit. (Univ. of Nebraska)
Oct. 4 Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Oct. 5 Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Oct. 11 Crown Classic (Stephen F. Austin)
Oct. 12 Crown Classic(Stephen F. Austin)
Oct. 22 The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
Oct. 23 The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
Oct. 24 The Nelson Invit (Stanford Univ.)

VOLLEYBALL

Green Bay at Jacksonville, 7 p.m.
Washington at St. Louis, 7 p.m.

Date

Opponent

Houston at Denver, 8 p.m.

Aug.26
Aug.27
Aug. 28
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 31

Kansas City
Kansas City
Kansas City
MINNESOTA
MINNESOTA
MINNESOTA

Saturday, Aug. 28
Buffalo at Indianapolis, 6 p.m.
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m.
Detroit at Baltimore, 7 p.m.
Oakland at Arizona, 8 p.m.

UTPA will host trade mission to Aguascalientes September 1

The South Texas Minority Business Opportunity
Committee a project of The University of Texas – Pan
American, will a Trade Mission to Aguascalientes,
Mexico, Sept. 1-3.
The goal of the mission is to promote U.S. exports by
giving U.S. businesses first-hand market information and
access to potential business partners in Mexico.
“We take companies from here and match them with
companies in Mexico,” said Terry Fuentes, international
trade specialist for MBOC. “It’s basically matchmaking
that we are doing for businesses that want to do business in
Mexico.”
With the help of the Harlingen Chamber of Commerce,
the South Texas MBOC pre-arranges the meetings and flies
the participants to Mexico. Companies wanting to
participate must submit a profile, and the profile is then
submitted to Aguascalientes and the Secretary of
Economic Development. These organizations are in charge
of setting up the actual meeting.
The State of Aguascalientes then contacts local
businesses and submits the profiles of the Valley
companies. If the Mexican company is interested in doing
business, a meeting is scheduled.
Participation in the trade mission also includes an
Economic Overview Presentation by the secretary of
economic development of Aguascalientes and assistance
with hotel, travel, and translation services.

SPORTS

N.Y. Giants at N.Y Jets, 6 p.m.

Valley begins business trade mission to Mexico
By ROBERTA TIJERINA
The Pan American

SPORTS
CLIPBOARD

August 26, 2004

Miami at Tampa Bay, 6 p.m.

Time

7:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
7:05 p.m.
6:10 p.m.
2:05 p.m.

HOME GAMES IN CAPS

Cleveland at Kansas City, 7 p.m.

WOMEN’S GOLF

New England at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 30

Date
Aug. 29
Sept. 1
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 8
Sept. 10
Sept. 11
Sept. 18
Sept. 22
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Oct. 1
Oct. 6
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 16
Oct. 19

(partial schedule)
Team/Tournament Time
UTPA Alumni
TBA (Exhibition)
UTPA Invitational
UTPA Invitational
at Baylor

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
Texas Tech Round-up Noon
Texas Tech Round-up Noon
at Texas A&M-Int’l
4 p.m.
at Prairie View A&M 7 p.m.
at Air Force
7 p.m.
No. Colorado Classic 7 p.m.
No. Colorado Classic 4 p.m.
at Sam Houston State 7 p.m.
at Texas A&M-CC
7 p.m.
Texas A&M-CC
7 p.m.
No. Colorado
7 p.m.
Utah Valley State
7 p.m.
Texas A&M-Kings. 7 p.m.

Tennessee at Dallas, 7 p.m.

Date

Opponent

San Diego at San Francisco, 10 p.m.

Oct. 4

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Friday, Sept. 3

Oct. 5

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Atlanta at Washington, 7 p.m.

Oct. 11

Lady Indian Classic

Indianapolis at Cincinnati, 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 12

Lady Indian Classic

Green Bay at Tennessee, 7 p.m.

Oct. 24

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

Philadelphia at NY Jets, 6 p.m.

Oct. 25

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

Oct. 21

UTEP

7 p.m.

Chicago at Cleveland, 7 p.m.

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Oct. 22

New Mexico State

7 p.m.

Miami at New Orleans, 7 p.m.

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

Oct. 25

Texas State

7 p.m.

Note: all times central standard time

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

Oct. 27

UTSA

7 p.m.

UTPA’s Garza becomes a Red
UTPA infieder Marco Garza signed a professional baseball contract with Cincinnati on Aug. 19.
The Pan American standout shattered school records for
all-time hits (190) and hits in a single game (7) tied for the
third highest in NCAA Division I history.
Garza will report to spring training in February.

Israel wins its first gold
Windsurfer Gal Fridman gave the best overall performance in the 11-stage competition and secured his country’s
first Olympic gold medal with a second-place finish on
Wednesday.
Israel’s Olympic history is marred by terrorist attacks
and political power struggles. In 1972, 11 Israeli athletes
and coaches were killed by Palestinian terrorists.
Fridman began sailing at age 7, and entered his first
competition when he was 11. He won a bronze medal at
the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta.
“We have a gold medal,” said Yaron Micaelli, spokesman
for the Israeli delegation in Athens. “What can be more
than that?”

Quote of the day:
“The medal is a symbol of an eight-year battle. I have
been waiting for this moment for so long.
- Brazilian beach volleyball gold medalist Emanuel Rego

Photo by Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

The Edinburg Economedes Jaguar receiving corps prepare to take off and improve upon last
season’s success. The 2004 Valley high school football season starts Friday night.
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Volunteers
Needed

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

The Pan American is now searching
for new blood. Those interested in writing, taking pictures or working on
design should e-mail
gareyjup@aol.com. Volunteer positions
are available, and can lead to paid
positions within a semester.

COMING HOME— UTPA students use a creative way to move into their
dorm on Tuesday afternoon to get ready and start the new semester.
Although UTPA is a commuter school, there are over 500 students living on
campus this semester.
New President Dr. Blandina Cardenas pitched in to help residents get acclimated, showing that she takes an interest in students.

Leader
Nevarez

continued from page 3

twenty years and known of her for almost thirty,” Nevarez explained. “I understand her
short term goals consist of listening a lot and learning all about UTPA. I also know she has
already met with faculty senates, transition committees, and student leaders which shows a
high level of excitement on her part.”
When it comes to advice for Dr. Cardenas, Nevarez laughed with wise eyes and said.
“The only one that knows what’s in the soup is the one stirring it, I stirred that pot for 32
years, and I wish her all the best.”
Nevarez also had some words of insight to share with the students of UTPA.
“Take the tough courses and be successful for what one really wants, the students must
remember to have ganas. They must find a focus and motivate themselves for a purpose, get
involved with outside activities on campus or church because building character is just as
important as an education.”
With those final words, Nevarez sees the end of his reign of university president, and the
beginning of a new era. One he is sure to be part of.

“Take the tough courses and be successful for
what one really wants, the students must
remember to have ganas.”
-Dr. Nevarez, former UTPA president

said. “Then I want you to think about what it
would take for you to do that. How will we
accomplish what we want to accomplish. I
want you to think substance, product,
improvement.”
Cardenas predicts that UTPA could easily
build on a legacy that was created by Nevarez
and all who helped him in the past years.
Support, she said, would play in as a major
factor in order to see UTPA move forward, one
of those topics being research and doctoral
programs.
A discussion, she mentioned, needs to be
had to emphasize the importance and benefit
prospects that doctoral and research programs
can have in the Valley.
“Our students need to understand what this
research thing is all about,” she said. “We are
adding to the knowledge base to solve
problems. I have no doubt that we are going to
do this.”
In about five years, Cardenas expects the
ball of change to have already begun rolling.
She said the Valley could anticipate a “rate of
change like the state of Texas has never seen
before.”
“I look forward to sharing that which I have
to give and serve this university to the best of
my ability,” she concluded.
After a hug and kiss from Bucky, the UTPA
mascot, as well as countless of interviews with
local media, a few students and supporters

By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
Mixed emotions ran through the UTPA Visitors Center
Wednesday, Aug. 18, as staff and faculty waived farewell to
Assistant Chief of Police W.J. Carey. After six years of
service at UTPA Carey will now assume the position as
director of public safety at Western Oregon University in the
fall.
With the move, Carey has the opportunity to be closer to
his children and grandchildren. The experiences he had with
his “other” family at UTPA are difficult to leave.
“It’s very, very hard. This has been a family, and a very
family-orientated location. I have a lot of great relationships
formed, and bonds,” Carey said.
Many of those bonds were with security and police
officers, as well as administrative staff.
Sergeant Delma Lopez said, “He kept me going. He was
very open to different ideas, different suggestions. If I spoke
my mind, he was always willing to listen. He will be missed
absolutely.”
Carey explained that the position of director of public
safety is the equivalent to chief of police here at UTPA.
“I will still have officers, I will have guards, parking and
traffic, investigations, everything. The biggest change is
going to be that I no longer have the Chief when I’ve got a
headache I can take to him – the buck stops here now,” he
said.
Chief of Police Howard Miller explained how Carey had
made his life easier over the years.
“I typically ask new candidates when they come in, ‘What
are your strengths, your weakness,’” Miller said,
remembering his interview with Carey. “For Carey, probably

stood in the wings waiting for a chance to
meet and greet the new president.
“I think it’s great with her being Hispanic
and a woman, someone with a lot of
experience,” said Janet Hernandez, a senior
studying international business. “I think it’s
awesome, I’m glad she’s here to help improve
Pan Am.”
Hernandez stood behind a crowd of people
who were trying to get a question, a picture, or
shake the hand of Cardenas. Before she left to
continue the daylong celebration, Hernandez
got a chance to say hello to the new president.
“I got to shake her hand,” Hernandez said
with enthusiasm and a smile that rivals that of
a person who just met a pop star. “She seemed
real nice.”
Nathan Shwartz, student body president,
said he was impressed with the selection.
“I think she’s a very charismatic person
that’s going to be exciting,” he said. “She’s got
a big job ahead of her with 46,000 students.
This is a really big university, and she’s got a
lot of experience behind her to help her. She
was a good choice as the first female
president, and it’s going to be good to see the
interesting change in leadership style.”
Cardenas received her bachelor’s degree in
journalism from the University of Texas at
Austin, and her doctoral degree in education
leadership and administration from the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

the only person that I’ve met through all the years, his
weakness is he’s too sweet, he’s too good. He’s a great guy.”
New UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cardenas, and now
retired President Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez were both in
attendance at the mid-afternoon reception. Dr. Nevarez
agreed with Chief Miller about Carey's contribution to the
university.
“Chief J., well, I always admired him. He was very
student-orientated,” Nevarez said. “To me the most
important thing has been that he really had a lot to do with
the night lights that we have on campus to make campus
safer and to provide escorts to students after 10 p.m. at
night. We’re just going to miss him, and he’ll be hard to
replace.”
Miller went on to explain that the position of assistant
chief of police will be open to local residents, but may not
filled until the spring semester. A committee of students,
staff and faculty will be formulated, to pick those candidates
most appropriate.
Miller will then make the final decision.
“We’re in specialized law enforcement, working on a
college campus,” Miller said. “You need a people-orientated
type of person that understands academia because you’re
working with a very select group of people. We’re a major
community campus and we’re looking for someone with that
kind of ideology.”
Carey said the hardest task his replacement will face is
getting to know the campus, and agreed that policing
educational grounds is very different from policing a
municipality.
“I think the challenge he’s going to face is getting to know
the campus, and realizing that this is a family,” Carey
concluded.
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Courtesy of University Relations

FAREWELL— Colleagues and friends gather at a reception at
the Visitors Center for Assistant Chief of Police W.J. Carey.

Future wellness center to promote healthy lifestyle
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American

continued from page 1
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Asst. Chief Carey resigns after six years of service
August 26, 2004

Definite plans for the UTPA Wellness Recreation Center
have been put into place. University officials have authorized
the hiring of a health education coordinator whose job includes
working directly with students when the center opens in 2007.
The committee appointed to lead the center to completion is
comprised of students, and chaired by Dr. Jerry Price, Dean of
Students. He confirmed that an architect has been selected for
negotiations on the final plan for the center.
“We’re very excited about it. They’ve built many
recognized wellness centers in the Southwest.” Price said.
After scrutinizing many campus wellness centers around the
state, the committee put together a list of guaranteed activities
the UTPA center will offer. More than 1,100 students voted by
referendum during the Spring 2004 semester, and the center
received 86 percent approval from the student body, during the
student concurrent yearly election.
In approving the facility, students were saying yes to the $75
fee, and have been guaranteed racquetball courts, a climbing
wall, a weight room and cardio room, as well as a student
lounge and an outdoor swimming pool.
Other campuses within the UT System were key models in
the initial plan by the committee.
Price said the committee found the UT-San Antonio
wellness center too small, and this was valuable in deciding
the size of the facility, now at 100,000 sq. ft.
“As we grow and as we’re attracting more students, we
realized we’re going to have to have some of the facilities
other universities have, in order to compete,” Price said. “Our
mission is to be a hub of campus activity and to be a fun place,
but most importantly we want to be a facility that educates
people on how to have a healthy life from here on in, to teach
them skills, to give them information so that they will be able

to live a healthier life.”
As well as physical well-being, the wellness center promises
to offer large employment opportunities for students.
“The facilities that are really well run provide not only
employment opportunities for students, but professional
development opportunities for students as well,” Price said.
“There are levels of leadership where students can gain a lot of
experience and skills. For this facility to reach its potential, we
have to have those kind of opportunities for students.”
UTPA will offer wellness recreation center services to
alumni, faculty and staff, but Price adds the cost of using the
facility will certainly be equally distributed.
“I can see us charging $20 to $25 per month for faculty and
staff. I do think it makes sense to keep costs as low as possible
for prices as low as we can for students,” he said.
By allowing others in the UTPA community to use the
facility and charging them more, Price explained that it kept
the costs down for students but is not attempting to take
business from any other facility in the area.
There are, however, some practical problems that the center
may face.
“One [problem] is where to put it,” he said. “We’re going to
be expanding north and west particularly, so do we put the
center out there where we’re growing? Or, do we put it closer
to the heart of campus? Another is the parking. We certainly
can’t take parking away unless we have alternatives to replace
it.”
Crucial to these discussions is the cost of the center, which
currently stands between $18 and $22 million, and where the
facility should be placed to maximize its usage.
By fall 2004, Price hopes that the design will have been
decided upon ready to be presented to the University Board of
Regents. Approval from the board means the plans can be
taken to the Texas Legislature, and authorization from them
means building could begin as early as next summer.

Proposed Wellness
Building Features

-A weight room and cardio room

-Gymnasium for basketball, volleyball,
badminton

-Multipurpose court for basketball,
indoor soccer, floor hockey

-Climbing and bouldering wall

-Locker rooms; racquetball courts
-Indoor jogging track
-Student lounge

-Aerobics/multipurpose rooms

-Outdoor recreational swimming pool
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Financial aid online features
provide added convenience
By JENILEE HERNANDEZ
The Pan American

Waiting in line to accept financial aid awards can be
frustrating. Trying to sign up for pre-loan sessions can be
time consuming. Students looking for work-study can
find it difficult to find the right job on campus that will
suit them. These situations will no longer pose as
irritating problems.
The Student Financial Services Office has developed
new online services to better accommodate students’
needs. Beginning fall 2004, students can now accept
financial aid awards online.
Prior to having online services, students had three
ways to accept their award including mailing it, putting it
in the drop box located at the Student Services Building,
or standing in line at the Financial Aid Office.
With those being options of the past, students can now
log on to assist.panam.edu and click on "Student
Services" to handle business in minutes in the comfort of
their own home. Accounting Technician Robert Z.
Trevino explained that having an active UTPA e-mail
account is important. In the future, students will have
their award letters sent to their email address.
With 75 percent of UTPA students receiving some
type of financial aid, including grants, scholarships and
loans, the Financial Aid Office felt the need for
improvement.
Therefore, Stafford loan borrowers benefit from the
new online services. Borrowers who once went through a
lengthy process of accepting a loan can say goodbye to
that method. Those days consisted of being awarded,
accepting the award, attending a pre-loan session and
having the loan guaranteed. This process can now be
done
online
by
logging
on
to
www.ess.panam.edu/finaid/loans.
Though "Loans by Web" is a quick process, a concern
from the financial aid services was made clear.
"Since we are no longer having students come in, we
are losing personal touch," said Associate Director, Elias
Ozuna.
Ozuna also said that in the past, first-time borrowers
had to physically attend a pre-loan session where the
students were informed about the responsibilities of
having a loan, Ozuna said. They were quizzed to make
sure they understood what was discussed during the
session.

Still wanting borrowers to be informed, online pre-loan
sessions cover the same material and students are quizzed
on it as well.
"The pre-loan session serves as a reminder as they go
through the process," Trevino said.
According to Ozuna, the session must be completed
once a year to help keep the default percentage down. He
said that it is easier completing the session online
because students don't have to face issues like long lines
or session availability, which were problems before.
"Two main reasons for having ‘Loans by Web' is the
capability of signing promissory notes at home using
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) pin
number to electronically sign it and no longer requiring
people to come in for workshops," Ozuna said.
Another new service is the UTPA Work-study Student
Employment System coordinated by William Morley. It
allows work-study students who have been awarded, to
conduct employment affairs online such as referrals,
appointments or even setting up a resume.
"They can promote themselves," said Michelle
Alvarado, director for Student Financial Services and
Scholarships.
In turn, this system allows supervisors to look for
future employees, Alvarado said, adding that the new
services targets students who actually need to come in.
"We're trying to meet their needs," Alvarado said.
According to Ozuna, about 44 percent of freshmen and
33 percent of remaining students have taken advantage of
these new online services.
"I've been monitoring numbers each week and they've
stayed that way. They've stayed consistent," he said.
For freshman Esperanza Zapata, new online services
are beneficial as well as more convenient for her.
"Well, I think it's really good because you don't have to
wait in line and waste your time. It's pretty simple,"
Zapata said.
The Student Financial Services Office has more
developments in store for UTPA students. They are
currently working on an online Financial Revision
Request Form that allows students to apply for a loan
after declining in their FAFSA. Online sign up sheets are
under development as well to make it faster and easier for
students to sign up for various workshops.
For further information, call the Financial Aid Office
at 381-2501, or go online rather than wait in line
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New English honor
society highlights
leading achievers
By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American

Hail the Pre-Meds, the engineers, the nurses, and now, as of the
past semester, hail the English students.
A new chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the national English Honor
Society, was created for the University of Texas-Pan American.
Sigma Tau Delta is a coed honor society designed to provide
distinction for high achievement in English language and literature.
UTPA English students long awaited their own chapter, now Chapter
Alpha Lambda Psi, an opportunity for designated excellence.
"The English department never had a type of society to honor its
students," said Alpha Lambda Psi Vice-President Sonia Olivarez.
"We needed this to help others be honored and be proud of being an
English major."
Sigma Tau Delta aims to provide cultural stimulation on college
campuses, increase community interest in English departments, and
encourage creative and critical writing. Sigma Tau Delta inducts
approximately 7,000 members annually and has over 600 active
chapters. It was time to include UTPA in this society of achievement
and activity.
"I knew of other honor societies on campus," said Alpha Lambda
Psi President Jeanette Ferry-Gomez. "I assumed there was an English
honor society but after searching, there wasn’t. I figured it would be
a good thing for English students to have their work organized."
Ferry-Gomez set on to create exactly what other English students
only mildly considered, official and national recognition specifically
for UTPA. Ferry-Gomez, junior, graduated Valedictorian from
Corpus Christi Academy and is the first to launch Sigma Tau Delta on
campus. Now, she adds founder and president to her list of
credentials. Yet, her ambition to induct a new chapter brings honor to
her English peers who join.
"Through Sigma Tau Delta, students can have their work published
in national newsletters and the Sigma Tau Delta literary magazine,
Rectangle", Ferry-Gomez said. "We’re also planning a group
spotlighting amongst our members where we recognize each one
individually."
Nationally, the honor society organizes different opportunities to
recognize their outstanding students. They also facilitate career
choices and career advancement through networking. Students and
professors enrich their relationship through association in Sigma Tau
Delta.
"It really helps the professors connect with the students,” Olivarez
said. "This makes the students feel more confident about what they’re
learning. They’re going into the real world confident, knowing they
have somebody to turn to."
Ferry-Gomez and the officers also plan to open communications
throughout the whole English department, especially between the
students. They aim to unify the department, building strength
together.
"We’re planning on having a book swap between the English
students,” Ferry-Gomez said. "We know this would really help out."
Students also improve by increasing their community service
through Sigma Tau Delta. Alpha Lambda Delta is currently planning
many community service activities, including a Book Ban Week.
According to Ferry-Gomez, during the Book Ban Week, members
of Alpha Lambda Delta will set up a booth at a library informing
students about book bans in history and encouraging people to keep
reading.
These community activities and the recognition of outstanding
English students brings a new face to the university. It develops the
department as a whole, encouraging others to build a love for
English.
"As a whole, it gives good publicity,” Ferry-Gomez said. "It gives
the school and the department a positive face."
The English honor society brings recognition and honor to a
department. The society hopes that students will feed of this
confidence and realize a love for books can be more than just a
hobby, it can be honored.
"We want English to get noticed," Olivarez said. "Books teach us a
little more about life and everyone needs to learn a little more about
that."
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Paradigm headlines free concert

continued from page 7

to 25-year-old group has had the lowest propensity to vote of any age group. He
stated that any efforts to increase involvement and awareness in the political
process are important and desirable.
"Celebrities often serve, for good and ill, as role models and I welcome their
efforts to encourage the 18-25 cohort to become involved," said Polinard. "The
2000 presidential election illustrates how important voting can be, so an increase
in the percentage of younger voters can have an impact on the outcome of elections."
According to Jack Stanley, professor of communication at UTPA, getting
Americans of any age to vote is positive. Stanley stated that generations of
Americans have fought and died so that we could have the rights and freedoms we
enjoy, yet younger generations have grown up with rights and liberties that have
cost them nothing.
"We must be active in the life of our government or all those deaths and all
that blood will have been in vain," said Stanley.
Stanley also commented that some celebrities have a hidden political agenda
when trying to promote people to vote, and they are really seeking support for their
candidate of choice.
"Some of the celebrities involved have thinly veiled political agendas of their
own, which taints this supposedly balanced program," stated Stanley. "What they
are really saying is we want you to vote and we want you to vote for our party's
candidates."
Stanley noted that being famous for nothing more than merely being famous
should carry no special power, but to the youth of our nation fame seems to behold
a power worthy of influence. If a celebrity changes their clothes or hairstyle young
people sometimes follow with little or no thought.
"What is mystifying to me is that anyone older than 14 would think the ability to sing, dance, throw or catch a ball, act, or tell a joke would be the same skills
to shape opinions about life, liberty, and a stable government," Stanley said.
On Nov. 2 the next President will be determined, and perhaps the trend of low
representation of young voters will change.

By LAURA GARCIA
The Pan American

The University Program Board (UPB) will help
kick off the new academic year by providing the
campus with the musical stylings of the alternative
rock band Paradigm.
"[The] committee chairs first saw Paradigm at
a regional conference last year,” UPB President
Adrian Sandoval said. “They were very impressed
and decided to invite them."
According to Sandoval, Paradigm stands apart
from other alternative rock bands with the positive
message they bring.
"The band has a moderate sound that will
appeal to students," Sandoval said.
The Sacramento-based band is currently touring college campuses across the country. Their
music is aired primarily on college radio stations.
The group has been compared to artist such as U2,
Sarah McLachlan, and ColdPlay. Their songs tell
stories about restoring hope after dark times.
The band plans to ring in the new school year
by performing a free concert Aug. 26 at 8 p.m. at the
Quad. All students, faculty, and staff are welcomed.
For more information on Paradigm visit paradigmmusic.com.
According to the website, paradigmmusic.com, Paradigm’s lyrics relate familiar yet
thought-provoking stories that reflect hope amidst
the melancholy and pain of real life.
The band was formed in 1999 by guitarist
Steven Stratton and vocalist Shannon Curtis. The

two began writing songs and were later joined by
drummer/vocalist Tony Edwards, guitarist Keith
Ogden and bassist Kyle Knowlton. The band
released their first CD, “Standing in Line,” in
August 2002, which features songs with familiar
topics.
"We write songs about stuff going on in people's everyday lives," Curtis said.
The band is able to reach young adults because
they have gone through many of the same emotional experiences. Like a score of their fans, the members of Paradigm attended college and received their
degrees.
"We try to capture real emotion and get people
to think differently about the world, politics, and
society," Curtis said.

McAllen transforms into insomniac’s paradise

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American

Who says there’s nothing to do in the Valley? A quick
drive down Nolana Loop would show you it’s not just a strip
of restaurants anymore. McAllen nightlife is going through a
growth spurt of amazing proportions with new bars, clubs and
elaborate renovations.
AK's Sports Bar and Grill has undergone renovations
with the addition of a patio to allow for more space. The new
area includes large neon palm trees to spice up its otherwise
parking lot landscape.
"I don't know where so many people hide during the day,"
said UTPA anthropology major, Rosario Garza, "at night, they
all come out and it gets so crowded here, even with the new
patio."
The popular bar recently gained an even larger crowd
with its summer bikini contest.
"We're trying to just do the right thing, put on some good
entertainment," said Arturo Kalifa, owner of AK's. "Having
good entertainment is the right thing and trying to fix up the
club so it’s clean and it won't be so cluttered."
Kalifa mentioned that the nightclub plans to raffle off a
jet ski during football season, in attempts to draw a larger
crowd during the fall season. Currently AK’s uses two DJ's
nightly.
"I believe we've got one of the bigger clubs here in
McAllen, in a very good location," he said.
A few blocks west of AK's on Nolana Loop is a cluster of
night clubs that suit just about everybody's taste. Tejano
Saloon offers international and Tejano music while just nextdoor Mystique Show Bar caters to the gay and lesbian population on Saturday nights with weekly drag shows. Next door to
Mystique is McAllen's newest addition to nightlife, Barrock,
which features something different every night.
On Wednesday Barrock hosts a comedy night, which
includes a $100 prize. Thursday nights cater to an international crowd with international rock music. Friday the club
switches to American rock and on Saturday it's the crowd

doing the entertainment with karaoke. Karaoke also features a
cash prize for talented singers.
"I went on a Thursday and the live music gives the environment a distinct flavor. Its rock, so it’s pretty cool," said
UTPA student Carlos Contreras. "I had a good time, live music
always gives some spice to a bar, especially now, when there
is so much competition among all the places opening up."
With its advertisement in The Monitor boasting that it
strictly enforces a dress code, it follows a trend most new
McAllen clubs follow, an upscale environment. According to
some, the trend works well as a public relations marketing
tool.
"Enforcing the dress code gives the club a certain appeal
and reputation," said Docs and Billiards bartender and UTPA
communications student Omar Garza. "It gives the feeling that
they are letting in VIP's only and in order for you to be a VIP,
you have to dress up and look good."
Down the street is Prada, a veteran bar in McAllen that
seemed to initiate the trendy upscale characteristics of
McAllen nightclubs. Across the street from Prada is the location for a new bar that is said to open pretty soon next to
Bennigan's Grill and Tavern, which serves its famous pints of
Guinness beer.
Kafs, a former coffee house called Kafecitos has taken a
dramatic turn and has become a bar offering a wine selection
in a trendy international environment. Next-door is The Yacht
Club, which features live international bands weekly. In the
same area is Fast Eddies, a bar offering a relaxing pool hall
environment, no dress code enforced.
Around the corner, turning right onto 10th Street is
Buffalo Wild Wings Bar and Grill, a bar that has gained popularity on Tuesday nights with its college student crowd.
Across the street from Buffalo's a different environment
is found with the Light Lounge and Club X/S, two fairly new
nightclubs that have managed to keep up with the nightlife
excitement.
On South 10th Street is Scala, which opened early in
2004 replacing short-lived Club Velvet. It’s rather dark loca-

Photo courtesy of paradigm-music.com

tion adds to its mystery including live international music in
an upscale environment.
"When Scala opened I was excited to go, I even had free
passes. I was really interested, but it seems that there are so
many new places opening,” said UTPA student Angie Ybarra.
“It’s very hard to keep up. Usually my girlfriends and I love it
when a new place opens, but there's so much to do already."

It’s a
toast to
a long
nightlife
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‘Open Water’ out-splashes ‘Jaws’
By JORGE HINOJOSA
The Pan American
Independent film "Open Water," based on two scuba
divers that are accidentally stranded in the middle of the
ocean, takes on a new film making approach that will elevate
any viewer's anxiety level.
"Open Water" is a low-budget film based on true events,
and unlike the blockbuster "Jaws," stays away from flashy
special effects. The shark scenes were all created using real
sharks in real open water making the film more realistic and
pleasing to the eye.
In a simple, low quality, home video type of Recording
Producer Laura Lau introduces Susan (Blanchard Ryan) and
Daniel (Daniel Travis), a couple who decides to take a break
from their busy lifestyles. The couple ends up in a Caribbean
getaway where they pay to take a scuba diving trip that turns
awry.
A series of mistakes, miscounts, and an obvious lack of
communication, lead their boat to depart the diving site without them. After scuba diving for an hour, Susan and Daniel

reemerge to the surface where they find themselves alone in
the middle of the sea.
The couple immediately believes that the crew will
notice the missing tanks and ownerless bags on the boat, and
return for the pair. The shocking and ironic situation soon
causes the couple to argue about whose fault it is, offering
the viewer some comic relief when Susan says, "I wanted to
go skiing!" A few hours pass and it starts to get cold, jellyfish start to sting and sharks begin to circle the two. By this
point tension and fear rises for the characters and the audience.
The 79-minute, R-rated film ultimately leaves viewers
with the sense that these sorts of casualties can actually happen to anyone.
“Open Water" opened in select theatres Aug. 6, but
opened everywhere on Aug. 20 bringing in an astonishing
$11.8 million in the first weekend. This amount is great for a
low-budget, indie film, and puts the film in the number five
spot just below "Alien Vs. Predator."
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Movies about sharks have captured the interest of movie-goers since the 1970s.

Reviewers Rating: 3.5/5 stars

Celebrities help election campaign effort
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Who is going to win the next presidential election? That
is a question on the minds of the candidates and American
voters.
Candidates seek ways to motivate citizens to visit the
polls on Election Day to cast their votes. Despite efforts that
target young voters, the number of Americans ages 18 to 25
that vote is low.
In the past, non-profit organizations have made strides
to motivate this age group, and candidates like Bill Clinton
have utilized MTV to ensure this segment heard his voice. In
1992, "Facing the Future With Bill Clinton" was aired as part
of MTV's "Choose or Lose" election Coverage. The forum
was comprised of mainly 18-24-year-olds in an attempt to
inspire other MTV viewers to become active in the electoral
process. However, this year non-profit or non-partisan
groups are upping efforts to increase the percentages of 18 to
25-year-olds who participate in the voting process.
Groups such as MTV's Rock The Vote or Citizen
Change are getting help from celebrities who seek to stimulate interest from the youth. Celebrities have increased their
awareness in politics due to statistics that show the lack of
involvement younger generations display in major elections.
The Center for Information & Research on Civic
Learning & Engagement (CIRCLE) conducts research on
various areas of voting such as voting behaviors among different age groups, genders, and race. According to a survey
by CIRCLE, 26.9 million 18 to 25-year-old Americans were
eligible to vote in the year 2000. Only 9.9 million or 42.4
percent of citizens within this age group voted, while 17 million never made it to the polls.
Celebrities are trying different tactics to get the 18 to 25year-old age group to vote. Movie stars and rock stars are
appearing on television and radio doing public service
announcements (PSAs) to promote the need to vote. Artists

are recording songs that focus on the topic of voting and others are designing clothing with an election theme.
Kenneth "Babyface" Edmunds is among one of the stars
that wants to take part in this effort. Babyface and Missy
Elliot plan to lead a group of artists including Wyclef Jean,
Ashanti, Eve, and others to record the song "Wake Up
Everybody." According to E! Online, the Democratic Party

3

used that song in 1976 during Jimmy Carter's quest for the
presidency to urge black citizens to vote. The song will now
end with a rap by Missy Elliot in which she states, "This is
for everybody white or black/You better go and vote and get
up off your back."
Among one of the most voiced celebrities this year in
his quest to get the youth to vote, is Sean "P. Diddy" Combs.
Combs, who is referring to himself as "Citizen Combs," has
started the non-partisan group Citizen Change. The mission
of the group is to educate and motivate young voters.
On various interviews Combs has commented that with
the closeness of this year's elections it is the youth who will
be the deciding factor, and if they don't vote they can't complain about the way the government is run.
According to the website, thekansascitychannel.com
(KMBC-TV), Combs is teaming up with MTV to develop a
documentary about politics, which targets young voters and
speaks to them in "their" language. The documentary is
scheduled to air sometime before the Nov. 2 elections. As a
last attempt to raise the voting percentages of this segment of
the population, Combs has created a T-shirt line with the slogan "Vote or Die!" The rapper claims that he wants to make
voting sexy.
This movement is so big that websites are making the
voting process easier for this age group. Websites for groups
such as Citizen Change, the Youth Vote Coalition, and Rock
The Vote not only provide information about voting and
major voting events going on in various cities, but also
include a link to help people register to vote. The Rock The
Vote site has a section with PSAs from various artists like
Steven Tyler and Lindsay Lohan, and receives other forms of
support from artists and actors such as Ben Affleck,
Hoobastank, and Ashlee Simpson.
Many recognize the great importance of having the
youth vote. Jerry Polinard, chair of the political science
department at the university, explains that for decades the 18
See VOTE page 10
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Glitz & Glamour Visit Valley
This new semester, like all others, is guaranteed to be full of homework, projects, and plenty of studying. While the reality of the long road ahead sinks in,
there are a few silver linings like concerts, comedians, and exciting campus and
community events that are sure to break up the monotony of schoolwork.
Story by Christina Harris
In keeping up with the popularity of celebrity

they will be given a series of clues in order to find a

poker and televised poker tournaments, the

playing card. Once participants collect five poker

University Program Board (UPB) has kicked off the

cards they will meet to see who has the best hand.

school year with a Poker Run.

Poker Run is just one of the many events the

Groups of students will meet on campus on the

UPB has scheduled for the week of Aug. 25 to Sept.

morning of Aug. 28, and will travel to various cities

1 as part of the Hawaiya Doin' Welcome Week

between Edinburg and South Padre Island, where

2004.

Campus Events

Carnival of the Great Pumpkin, on Saturday Oct. 23, is an event for students and

*

Several local bands will perform at the arena, such as Vinyl Dharma, Valley

their families. Everyone is encouraged to dress up in a Halloween costume and

Lemmons, Metalstorm, The Fold, and Division 623 from Brownsville. However,

compete for prizes.
Student organizations have their own chance to compete with other campus

not just Valley bands will perform at this venue. Maverick Recording artists

groups in the Bronc-O-lympics Thursday, Nov. 11. Each group will be put

Tantric will be playing live, along with Syn, an alternative band out of Mexico.

through a series of challenges to win in tournament-like games. The winning

World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) fans can meet wrestlers Booker T.
and Batista at the Scorcher as well. The famous WWE Superstars, who can be

organization receives a cash prize and a trophy.
Students who wish to join an organization can attend the Recruitment Fair
Sept. 7 from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. Booths will litter the Quad, where students

seen on pay per view or on any WWE wrestling show, will be greeting fans and
signing autographs.

can gather information and talk to club
members from various UTPA organizations. According to its website, the Office
of Student Development (OSD), which
oversees student organizations, will provide music from a local radio station and
have prize giveaways.
Rodney Gomez, coordinator of student development, believes that this
semester will be an exciting one.
"We are focusing not only on giving
students a good time but on building complete students," said Gomez, "our activities and events are designed to build skills,
promote key values, and make better people of our students."

Merchant Mall will be held on Aug. 30 from 5

Gomez did point out that the activities

p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Quad. Some of the businesses

the OSD has planned are not all about

include Bennigans Bar and Grill, Cellular One, El

entertainment; however, they will be fun.

Rey Theatre, Red Bull, and Wal-mart.

heroes.
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"You can come to our events, have

COMING EVENTS
Community

Country Legends Gala

Aug. 26

Dodge Arena

Labor Day Rap & Reggaeton Tour Sept. 4
Jackson Street Market Day

La Villa Real Events Center

Sept. 4

Harlingen

Conjunto Music Induction Awards Sept. 5
South Texas Scorcher
Olivia Newton-John
Clint Black
Cher

Happy - Comedian
Campus

San Benito Community Center

Sept. 11

Dodge Arena

Sept. 19

McAllen Civic Center

Sept. 23

Nov. 5

available at the Dodge Arena Box
Office and all RGV Ticket Outlets.

Ticket prices are $15 pre-sale, $20
at the door, and $5 pre-sale youth
tickets (ages 2-10).
Another Dodge Arena event

taking place this fall is the Country
Legends Gala, produced by the

La Villa Real

Make-A-Wish Foundation. Multi-

La Villa Real

Kershaw, who is joined by Ray

Dodge Arena

Nov. 26

Tickets for all arena events are

platinum selling artist Sammy
Price, Doug Stone, Larry Gatlin and
the Gatlin Brothers, and John

Hawaiya Doin’ Welcome Week

Aug. 26 – Sept. 1 Quad & Various locations

Conlee, will headline the concert.

HESTEC Week

Sept. 26 – Oct. 2 UTPA Campus

7:30 p.m. on Aug. 26.

Nov. 11

Real special events center this year

Student Org. Recruitment Fair

Carnival of the Great Pumpkin
Bronc-O-lympics

Sept. 7

Quad

Oct. 23

UTPA Field House

Quad

The Country Legends Gala starts at
Major events at the La Villa

include "The Labor Day Rap &

Adrian Sandoval, president of the UPB, said

fun, but know that you are not wasting

Reggaeton Tour," Clint Black in

that freshmen especially should attend Merchant

your time," stated Gomez. "What you are

concert, and comedian Happy.

Mall because they can get an idea of what business-

doing is directly related to aiding your

es have to offer. He also encouraged students to

success in school."

The Labor Day Rap and
Reggaeton Tour will consist of a

For those wanting to enjoy a good concert, the

attend the New Bronc Celebration on Aug. 31 from

UPB brought down Paradigm, an alternative rock

11 a.m. until 1 p.m., which is designed to promote a

Hispanic

and

Djs and dancers, and many artists,

band from Sacramento, Calif. to perform at the

feeling of school spirit in UTPA students.

Technology Week (HESTEC) from Sept.

as well as a car show and bikini

daylong event featuring The Roof

The major event this fall will be
Engineering

Science

Quad tonight at 8 p.m. The band's first full-length

"There are a lot of students that have pride in

26 until Oct. 2. Some of this year's

contest. Other features of the event

CD, "Standing in Line," received rave reviews from

this school," said Sandoval. "The general feeling is

keynote speakers include Alma Martinez

include food booths, a 3-on-3-bas-

critics across the country and has performed live at

that mostly freshmen don't know that, so our goal is

Fallon, president of the Society of Women

ketball tournament, and cash and

many venues and universities since the release of

to beat apathetic students to the punch and show

Engineers; Camilo Pardo, chief designer

prizes for all winners. The car

the album.

them that we are proud to be Broncs."

for the Ford Motor Company; Orlando

show starts at 1 p.m. and the doors

According to LocalMusac.com, the band’s first

On Sept. 1 a big luau will be held at the Quad

Figueroa from NASA headquarters; for-

open for the concert at 6 p.m.

full-length CD has the unique ability to appeal to

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The UPB will provide games

mer "Saved by the Bell" star and “Man's

almost anyone.

and food for the students, as well as a concert by

Show”

Sugar Iced Tea, a salsa/meringue band.

singer/actor Lance Bass.

This is only one of the many great reviews the

host

Mario

Lopez;

Clint Black will make his second appearance after 14 years at

and

the Villa Real on Sept. 4 for a con-

band has received, and has visited universities and

"The idea is that we want to start the year off

music venues all over the country since the release

right," said Sandoval, "to allow the students to blow

Around Town

County Crime Stoppers. According to the Villa Real's website, he promises to

of their album.

off a little steam before we start the bulk of the

The Dodge Arena always has a wide variety of entertainment in store for the

give the best concert of the year. His new CD, "Spend My Time," is available

Another event that will take place in the Quad is
Mario Lopez went on from “Saved by the Bell” fame
to face other challenges such as hosting “The Man
Show,” and now he’s visiting UTPA.

aways.
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semester."

cert sponsored by the Hidalgo

Valley. The major event this fall is the South Texas Scorcher on Sept. 11. The list

now.

Merchant Mall where various businesses from

Although the first week of school is packed

of attractions seems endless but includes the 2005 New Car Showcase, motorcy-

This fall will be packed with events, whether at school or around the Valley.

around the state will present the services of the

with events, the program board plans to continue

cle giveaway, car audio contest, extreme motocross, BMX and skateboard expo,

For students who want to take a break once in a while and relieve stress, there

company and conduct special promotional give-

with activities throughout the semester. The

a $50,000 free throw contest, and a special Sept. 11 tribute to remember fallen

will always be something to do.

